tributed not a little to their more complete elucidation. That he has great and manifold faults as a medical writer cannot be unknown to our readers.
In some respects, he is one of the most dangerous guides that could be selected by any young practitioner. Bold, confident, and presumptuous, he labours with most assiduous energy to give currency to his opinions, which all savour of a spirit of extravagance and exaggeration alike in matters of doctrine and in those of practice. He is ever seeking to bring within the domain of arithmetic exactitude the phenomena and course of diseases on the one hand, and to establish with an almost unvarying precision the indications for their therapeutic treatment on the other; as if the former could be weighed in a balance, and the latter could be measured with a plumb-line ! Hence it is that he is continually laying down, in the most dogmatic and peremptory tone, certain rules for the detection and cure of most maladies, as if he were describing a mere problem in mathematics to be worked out.
In our former notice of his present work,* we exposed the numerous errors and inconsistencies into which he had fallen in discussing the difficult question of Fevers, and we pointed out the pernicious consequences of medical practitioners allowing themselves to be guided by him in the treatment of this truly multiform class of diseases. It is unnecessary to revert to this subject further than to remind our readers that he actually treats of Synocha or sthenic fever under the terms of Angioitis or inflammation of the vascular system ; as we shall have occasion to allude, although very briefly, to the history of genuine Arteritis towards the close of the present article. What often adds much to the difficulty of clearly ascertaining his views, is the strange and most perplexing arrangement of diseases which he has chalked out ; so that the reader is obliged to be continually turning from one to another of his five bulky volumes to discover the complete history of any one set of diseases. On no subject is this vexatious confusion more annoying than in his account of Diseases of the Heart. The reader must therefore make some allowance, if the extracts, &c. to be given prove less interesting than we could have desired.
The point, at which we had left off in our analysis of Dr. Latham's valuable work, was where he was treating of what he calls " mock Hypertrophy of the Heartin other words, of those cases where the actions of this vital organ are so forcible and impetuous as very naturally to suggest the idea of the actual enlargement of its volume, although in truth no such serious change has taken place.
"Impulse of the heart," says he, "taken alone, however great and however extensive it may be, is not a sure physical sign of hypertrophy. Hypertrophy indeed cannot exist without excess of impulse, but excess of impulse can exist without hypertrophy. When the impulse of the heart is excessive, and at the same time its sounds are obtuse, muffled andindistinct,and the prajcordial region presents alarger space than natural which is dull to percussion, then the signs of hypertrophy are complete. And hypertrophy so sure and unquestionable was never cured within my experience. But The influence of digitalis in many such cases, and more especially when the action of the heart is unusually violent, is often of the most marked benefit. We must be cautious however, in the use of this potent medicine, not to administer it in such doses, or continue its administration so long, as to bring down the action of the hypertrophied heart to, or below, the standard of health. The breathing was very laborious, the chest heaved, and there was a severe struggle over the upper part of the body. The pulse was quite imperceptible, and, after deep breathings at a few prolonged intervals, all was over. Dr. A. died in little more than half-an-hour after Dr. Bucknill's arrival.
Dissection.?Both lungs posteriorly were gorged with blood and serum, and about eight ounces of bloody serum were found in each pleural cavity. " The pericardium was healthy. It contained about an ounce of serum of a straw-colour. The heart was rather large. The external surface was healthy. It was very flaccid and flat in its appearance. It contained but little blood, and that was fluid. There were no coagula of any kind in it. All the valves were quite healthy, and so was the lining membrane throughout.
The orifices of all the great vessels were quite natural. The muscular structure of the heart in every part was remarkably thin, soft and loose in its texture.
The walls of the right ventricle were especially thin, in some parts not much thicker than the aorta, and very loose and flabby in their texture.
Its cavity was large. The walls of the left ventricle too were much thinner and softer than natural. And the muscular fibres of the heart generally were pale and brown. The aorta was of a brown red colour throughout its internal surface, probably from putrefaction. A few slight atheromatous deposits were observed in the descending thoracic aorta.
The pulmonary artery was of the same brown-red colour with the aorta.
There was but one coronary artery, and, considering the size of the heart, it appeared to be of small dimensions. It with some difficulty admitted a small director. It was slit open to the extent of nearly three inches. Its internal surface was red but healthy, with the exception of a slight atheromatous deposit situate about an inch from the orifice of the artery. This however did not appear to diminish its cavity."
In the two first cases, we counted the duration of the disease by days; in this we must count it by hours. Not three hours elapsed between the earliest intimation that anything was wrong with the functions of the heart, and the moment when " the spirit returned unto God who gave it." Very rarely does the stroke follow so quickly upon the first not-to-bemistaken announcement of its imminence. In most cases of Angina Pectoris, the life of the patient is prolonged for months, and even years; and, very generally, there is complex organic lesion of the heart and great blood-vessels present. The 
